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+ Get better gas mileage.

enjoying free coffee.
montha or 6,000 miles!

+ Milliens trust us. Our tune-ups are guaranteed for 6

ACT WITHIN 30 DAYS
AND SAVE $5.00!

Present this coupon nnd save $5.00 off the cost of
your tune-up. Eupbn 0 days from Iudcy‘l date.

Forsign ond <. cartoin modeh o
Call for an appoln!men! 1ody!
Appsinlments recmmended bul net nesesiany

o< ------------------‘

IT’S TIME FOR A TUNE-UP!

* Pay one low price that includes all parts and labor.
+ (New name brand parts always used.)
+ Usually wait less than an hour while watching TV or

Gallatin Road at Ardee/Nashville

-
)

227-4344

Monday-Friday 7:30 0.m.-6 p.m., Saturday 7:30 a.m.-$ p.m.
15 minute oil and filter change. Chassis lube also available

By ROBERT K. OERMANN
The lost sheep of the
songwriters’ fold returns to Nash-
ville this week.
Townes Van Zandt has been

time,” “the best writer in the
[country] genre,” and “the most
influential ter to come
out of Texas.” One of the few fig-
ures in modern music who is tru-

He'sa sa.ertlngspecumn of the
breed. Possessed of a madman/

pixilated outlook, and a sideways
view of life, Townes Van Zandt
has spent much of his quasi-leg-
endn.ry career disappearing from

He's released eight brilliant

LPs, all critically-acclaimed but
impossibly hard to find. He's a
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MILL PARTICIPATED SALE
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Quality Carpet at
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SALE PRICES

SAVINGS UP TO 50%

SHORT DENSE

SAXONY

FHA Approved with 16 Decorator Colors
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Extra Body
Antron Nylon Saxony

Velvet Plush in 20
Decorator Colors
Scotchgarded &
Anti-Static

Reg. Price *15* SQ.YD.
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Call If You Are Unable to Come In—We
Will Bring Samples to Your Home—Caill
383-2621 For Free Estimates—Financing

mesmerizing live performer who
is one of the lonely few maintain-
ing the coffee house folk tradi-
tion.

“It looks like I'm forever gon-
na be a folk singer,” he said dur-
ing a phone conversation last
week. “I'm never gonna be a
Conway Twitty.

In a 90-mile-an-hour world,
Van Zandt retains a quiet, calm,
courtly pace. Although renowned
for his crazy, carousing barroom
escapades he seems to speak
from a well of infinite gentleness,
tenderness and wisdom.

The Texas native has spent
several sojourns in Music City as
a “songwriter's songwriter.” For
years, though, the only business
figure who cared enough to pro-
mote him was manager/publish-
er/journalist John Lomax III, the
man who kept him on disc and in
the public eye. Even he couldn't
resist titling a 1973 LP by the
brilliant-but-perpetually-obscure
entertainer The Late, Great
Townes Van Zandt

Slowly, achingly slowly, per-
formers began to discover his
brilliant songs. Folkies Steve
Young (No Place To Fall), Robin
& Linda Williams (None But the
Rain), and Doc Watson (If I
Needed You) were first.

But it wasn't until Van Zandt
forsook the wilds of Williamson
County and the misery of Music

‘Poet Laureate of Texas’
IRambles Into Music City

City that his commercial break-
throughs began to come.

He'd long since returned to
Texas when Emmylou Harris
and Don Williams took his If I
Needed You to the top of the
country charts in 198l. Two
years later lightning struck from
out of the blue when Willie Nel-
son and Merle Haggard chose his
Pancho & Lefty as the title tune,
hit single, and centerpiece of
their duet LP. Van Zandt had a
cameo role as one of the feder-
ales in the subsequent music vi-
deo of the song which played in
movie theaters coast to coast.

A typically ambitious
tunesmith would have capitalized
on the hot hit and immediately
blazed up and down Music Row
with tapes of other potential hits.
Not Van Zandt. He spent the
whole time his name was on ev-
eryone’s lips in Nashville holed
up in Texas, peacefully organiz-
ing his business affairs.

“Pancho & Lefty brought ev-
erything to a head, what songs go
where and all. Nobody knew who
owned what. I've finally got my
business straight. As of 20 days
ago, my song publishing is
‘open.’” In other words, one of
America's greatest living song po-
ets is up for grabs when the prod-
igal son returns to Nashville.

“I'm not as prolific, but I still
write a bunch. There are a lot of

pound
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| WANT TO KNOW WHAT LOVE IS
OLD AS ICE... URGENT
DOUBLE VISION. .. HOT BLOODED
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 8 PM

MTSU MURPHY CENTER

TICKETS: $15 RESERVED, $12.50 GEN. ADM.

Ticket Outlets: MTSU Box Office,

CentraTik™, All Port O'Call Records &

Tapes Locations, Discount Records (Elliston Place), Haddox Pharmacy &
Sound Shop (100 Daks, Green Hills, Rivergate, Clarksville, Murireesboro,
Cookeville, Columbia, McMinnvilie)

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE BOX OFFICE
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