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HOLLYWOOD — It has been 54
years, almost the entire span of the
era of the shriekies, since Fredric
March won an Oscar for “Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde,” the only moment in
Academy Award history where a
person was nominated for best ac-
tor for work in a horror film. By
the full moon of next February’s
nominations, perhaps the spell will
be broken.

Jeff Goldblum's performance in
“The Fly,” a genre-spliced story of
romantic tragedy and herror, has
been scaring up that kind of talk.
Critics have dared to use that kind
of language. And though it may be
difficult to get enough academy
voters to sit through what News-
week’s David Ansen correctly
termed the “gross-out movie of the
year,” it is hard to imagine finding
five more effective or moving male
acting performances in one season.

Goldblum, working through four
stages of progressively grotesque
and remarkably realistic makeup,
has created one of the most sympa-
thetic man-monsters ever seen on
screen, and the best work under
this much latex since John Hurt's

In fact, there is a stronger par-
allel between the title characters in
“The Fly” and “The Elephant Man"
than there is between the title char-
acters of this version of “The Fly"
and the campy 1958 science-fiction
original. The flyman in that movie
was an ordinary housefly with the
superimposed ghostly head of actor
David Hedison, squeaking in a Mr.
Bill voice, “Help me, help me.”

In David Cronenberg’s horrific
remake, the fly and the scientist
are not so conveniently paired. In
this version, the two creatures be-
come molecularly fused during a
teleportation experiment, causing
Goldblum'’s Seth Brundle to slowly
metamorphose into a mutant hy-
brid, a lumpy, twitching fellow with
human memories and feelings in-
tact, plus an evolving digestive
system that results in the most
repulsive feeding scene since John
Belushi lunched in “Animal House.”

Remaking “The Fly,” which be-
came the nation's No. 1 box-office
draw after its release Aug. 15, was
a daring move. The idea is ridicu-
lous, and the possibility that people
would laugh it off the screen must
have occurred to everyone in-
volved. It certainly occurred to
Goldblum, and to makeup artist
Chris Walas, who combined to
make the fly so ... human.

“I was very concerned about
that,” Goldblum said, in a telephone
interview from London, where he is
currently shooting a movie for the
BBC. “I knew it would take a lot to
make it work. The makeup had to
be good. Everything had to work.
But I liked the character immedi-
ately. I knew we were going after
something interesting with the hu-
man story, particularly the way he
changes,

“Sometimes, you just have to
say, ‘Here goes nothing,’ and let it
come out. See what happens.”

Goldblum said Cronenberg al-

w Jowed him more say in the shaping

Although Cronenberg held fast
to the notion that they were making
a horror story, he allowed the ro-
mance between Brundle and a sci-
ence magazine writer (Geena
Davis) to move forward, and for

the way to the end.

The success of the character,
and ultimately of the movie, hangs
on the fact that people can feel the
Brundle character — a scientist
with a childlike nature and an iron-
ic wit — long after they cannot

WEEKEND SPECI
Fri., Sat., & Sun.
Individual Antipasto Plate

Lively Combination of Mixed Greens Crowned with an Assortment
of Italian Cold Cuts, Cheese, and other Gourmet Delicacies.
up of Soup
Minestrone or Stracciatella Alla Romano
Garlic Bread
PARMIGIANA PLATTER
Lightly Breaded Shrimp, Veal, Eggplant and Broccoli fried to a
olden brown loppld with Marinara Sauce and Mozzarella
%hccsv Served w/side order of; Ziti, Ravioli or Spaghetti

omemade Dessert s 95
Coffee, Tea, Brewed Decaffeinated 1 7
“Outstanding Food at Moderate Prices”

Reservation Suggested

Route 202, Garnerville, New York (9!4)354-0[ 11
Vincent Comito, Chef-Proprietor w
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468 Piermont Avenue, Piermont, N.Y.

%* IS PROUD TO RE-OPEN *
This Wednesday, September 10th
with
DR. JOHN
“THE NIGHT TRIPPER"
IN CONCERT
ADMISSION:
*12* per person;
For Reservations
Cal
(914) 359-108
alter Sept, 8th

Friday, Oct. 3rd Frank Wakefield
Thursday, Oct. 9th Eric Andersen and Townes Van Zandt

IF YOU DON'T
ADVERTISE,
A TERRIBLE THING
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Take Care Of Your Back,
And It Will
Take Care Of Youl!

Your poor neglected back It's out of sight and out of mind

until It hurts; then you can't think about anything else. Let our
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